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‘Human beings can see nothing around them that is not their 

own image; everything speaks to them of themselves.  

Their very landscape is alive‘ - Guy Debord, 1959.

With the kind permission of The City of London, Hive are 

pleased to announce the upcoming opening of the new public 

art installation The Black Balloon - Northbank by Charlie Hope 

and Jamie Hamilton.

The Black Balloon is a video installation documenting an artistic  

intervention into London airspace. The piece gives a unique 

perspective on the city of London which is by turns playful,  

uplifting and technologically innovative.

A video camera and GPS tracking system were attached to two 

helium weather balloons and released in the east end of Lon-

don. The balloons and their payload swiftly ascend, drifting 

southwest over the city, crossing the river Thames, propelled  

by the wind, ascending several thousand meters, eventually 

landing beyond the city limit of the M25 motorway in a field. 

Through this we are offered a new perspective on our conven-

tionally structured perception of the built environment of the 
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city as part of Hive’s aim to bring alive idle sites and humanise 

public spaces as a platform for artists and the public to engage.

For press enquiries, further information and images contact:

Aeon Rose - Projects and Communications Manager: 

info@hivelondon.org  

+44 (0) 207 481 3230 | +44 (0)7960 991 550

Attilia Fattori Franchini - Assistant Project Manager 

attilia@hivelondon.org

The Black Balloon Launches Thursday 16th December 2010

You are invited to the Private View:

Thursday 16 December 2010, 6 - 8 p.m

At: Paul’s Walk, Blackfriars, City of London, EC4 

Click here for a Map and travel information

Exhibition: 16 December 2010 - 31 January 2011  

Viewable daily 4 - 11 p.m

mailto:info%40hivelondon.org?subject=
mailto:attilia%40hivelondon.org?subject=
http://maps.google.co.uk/maps/ms?hl=en&gl=uk&ie=UTF8&oe=UTF8&msa=0&msid=113045242097615568822.0004964181032a8abb8dd&ll=51.511347,-0.103533&spn=0.010577,0.023131&z=16&iwloc=00049641890860092db7a
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‘The piece gives a unique perspective on the city of London which  

is by turns playful, uplifting and technologically innovative‘
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About The Artists 

Charlie Hope is an artist who works with electronics and video, 

through engineering and manipulating consumer technology 

and constructing situations, challenging our physical  

environment and transforming the everyday.

Recent works include the performance ‘The Condition Of Not 

Being Dead’ in the exhibition Dynamism at Silwex Space, 

London and ‘The Black Balloon’ video, screened as part of 

Invisible City Symphonies by Videokills in London, Berlin and 

Barcelona. He lives and works in London.

Jamie Hamilton is a composer and sound artist. He writes what 

could be described as contextual music. His work is predicated 

upon description and seeks to make legible - through a process  

harnessing psychoacoustics, perceptible process, and environ-

mental sound - a picture making process in which sound  

manipulates meaning, and foregrounds the act of listening

His music and installations have been shown widely, at venues 

including The Royal Festival Hall, The Roundhouse, The Royal 

Observatory, Laban Theatre, and commissions from  

Touchwood (The Place) and the HKAPA. Recent projects  

include a devised harpsichord seance situation, and the music 

theatre piece ‘Daguerreotype’. He lives and works in London.

Text © 2010 Charlie Hope and Aeon Rose. All Images © The Artists and Hive.

Supported by the National Lottery through Arts Council England

http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/
http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/
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‘Human beings can see nothing around them that is not their own image; 

everything speaks to them of themselves. Their very landscape is alive’

Guy Debord, 1959
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About Hive 

Hive invests in the creative capital of artists and community, 

fostering artistic production as the cornerstone of creative  

regeneration and engagement with architecture and heritage.

Hive supports a growing number of artists in London, running 

T1+2 Gallery and Hive Projects. Its programme has included 

artists residencies at 276 Vauxhall Bridge Rd, Victoria, SW1 

and Greatorex Street in Whitechapel E1. Hive currently runs 

la Ruche, a five-storey project which houses 30 artist studios, 

exhibition spaces and workshops in Whitechapel E1. Further 

projects are planned in partnership with The City of London 

Corporation as part of a 5-year urban redevelopment scheme 

and sites outside London in collaboration with  

architectural heritage organisations.

The Beehive is a potent symbol of enterprise, sustainability,  

design, and community – Hive’s ‘collective’ structure as an  

organisation reflects this in it’s commitment to its ongoing 

Creative and Cultural Leadership programme.

It offers mentor-led apprenticeships and development through 

the sharing and exchange of skills to artists; bridging  

communities across boroughs.

Hive works in partnership with leading companies and  

organisations. Aligning Art and Industry Hive is collaborating 

with architects, urban designers, cultural researchers and  

practitioners, councils and schools.

Image: The La Ruche building, 20 Buckle Street Whitechapel London E1: Heiko Prigge
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Partners and Supporters

Hive is grateful for the generous support of all of its supporters. 

Hive works in partnership with The City of London, Arts Council 

England, Q-Art London, Metropolitan Works, The Henry Moore 

Foundation, The East India Company, The Facility and with  

students and graduates from a wide range of colleges including  

Goldsmiths and The London Institute. Sound Installation for 

The Black Balloon made possible by the kind support of  

FeONIC Technology Ltd.

http://www.feonic.com/sound-art/
http://www.feonic.com/sound-art/
http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/Corporation
http://www.henry-moore.org/
http://www.q-artlondon.com/
http://www.the-facility.co.uk/
http://www.theeastindiacompanyfinefood.com/
http://www.feonic.com/sound-art/
http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/
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